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BEFORE  I  BEGIN  MY  REMARKS,  I  WOULD  ASK  YOU  TO  IMAGINE  WITH  ME 
THE  VERY  REAL  POSSIBILITY  THAT  A  BABY  GIRL  WILL  BE  BORN  IN  SOME 
HOSPITAL  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  MY  COMMENTS  HERE 
TODAY.  PERHAPS  HER  PARENTS  ARE  EXPERIENCING  THE  JOYS  AND  HOPES,  THE 
DREAMS  AND  FEARS  OF  FIRST  TIME  PARENTS.  MANY  OF  YOU  HAVE 
EXPERIENCED  THOSE  SAME  JOYS  AND  HOPES,  THOSE  DREAMS  AND  FEARS,  THAT 
UNCONDITIONAL  LOVE  AND  THE  AWE  THAT  ACCOMPANIES  THE  GIFT  AND  THE 
MIRACLE  OF  LIFE. 

WE  DO  NOT  KNOW  THIS  LITTLE  GIRL'S  NAME.  YET  HER  PRESENCE  IN  OUR 
MINDS  IS  EVERY  BIT  AS  REAL  AS  OUR  PRESENCE  IN  THIS  CHAMBER.  FOR  THE 
NEXT  FEW  MINUTES,  I  WOULD  ASK  YOU  TO  KEEP  HER  THERE  IN  YOUR  MIND. 

IN  ORGANIZING  MY  THOUGHTS  REGARDING  THE  NEW  YEAR,  I  HAVE  BEEN 
PARTICULARLY  STRUCK  BY  THREE  THINGS: 


FIRST,  THAT  THE  FREQUENCY  AND  SEVERITY  OF  WORLD  EVENTS  HAS  FOR 
MANY  MONTHS  COMPLETELY  DERAILED  THE  GLOBAL  AND  NATIONAL 
ECONOMIES;  SECOND,  THAT  THE  ECONOMIC  STRESS  CREATED  IN  THOUSANDS 
OF  HOUSEHOLDS  ACROSS  MASSACHUSETTS  IS  PALPABLE;  THIRD,  THAT  THE 


STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA'S  PERHAPS  UNWITTING  AND  DECIDEDLY  NEGATIVE 
EXAMPLE  PRESENTS  ITSELF  AS  BOTH  INSTRUCTION  AND  OPPORTUNITY. 

THESE  THREE  CIRCUMSTANCES  REMIND  US  THAT  THE  WORLD  CAN 
CHANGE  VERY  QUICKLY  AND  THEREBY  DISRUPT  THE  BEST  LAID  PLANS  OF 
FAMILIES,  COMPANIES,  AND  GOVERNMENTS. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  THE  RAPIDITY  AND  RIGOR  OF  THESE  NEGATIVE 
EVENTS,  WE  SHOULD  NOT  BE  DISCOURAGED,  FOR  A  FOURTH  CIRCUMSTANCE  IS 
ALSO  TRUE: 
WE  HAVE  BEEN  HERE  BEFORE. 

A  QUICK  REWIND  OF  THE  TAPE  WOULD  SHOW  THAT  THE  ECONOMIC  AND 
FISCAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  OUR  STATE  WERE  INCREDIBLY  DIFFICULT  DURING 
THE  PERIOD  FROM  1988  TO  1992  AND  THAT  OUR  RESPONSE  TO  THOSE  DIFFICULT 
CIRCUMSTANCES  WAS  NEITHER  AS  SATISFACTORY  NOR  AS  SKILLFUL  AS  HAS 
BEEN  OUR  RESONSE  TO  THIS  RECESSION.    IN  ADDITION,  A  DEARTH  OF 
PREPARATION  AND  AN  EXCESS  OF  POLITICAL  POSTURING  HAD  PUT 
MASSACHUSETTS  IN  PERILOUS  CONDITION. 

IN  SHORT,  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  OF  THEN  WAS  THE  CALIFORNIA  OF 
TODAY. 

HAVING  LIVED  THROUGH  THAT  MULTI-YEAR  CRACK  UP  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH,  MANY  OF  US  WERE  DETERMINED  TO  MOVE  MASSACHUSETTS 
IN  A  DIFFERENT  DIRECTION  AND  TO  DRAW  CLEAR  LESSONS  FROM  THOSE  DARK 
AND  DREARY  DAYS. 

I  WILL  NOT  STRAIN  YOUR  PATIENCE  WITH  A  RECITATION  OF  THE  MANY 
REFORMS  AND  INITIATIVES  OF  THE  1990'S.  IT  SHOULD  SUFFICE  TO  REMIND 
PEOPLE  THAT  AT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  '90S  MASSACHUSETTS  WAS  WIDELY 


SEEN  AS  AN  ECONOMIC,  FISCAL,  AND  POLITICAL  DISASTER  AREA,  SUFFERING 
FROM  SELF-INFLICTED  WOUNDS  AS  WELL  AS  FROM  POLICIES  WHICH 
DISCOURAGED  -  EVEN  PUNISHED  -RESPONSIBLE  BEHAVIORS  AND  PRODUCTIVE 
ACTIVITIES.  BACK  THEN,  NO  ONE  WOULD  HAVE  PREDICTED  THAT 
MASSACHUSETTS  WOULD,  ON  ITS  OWN  INITIATIVE,  MOVE  FORWARD  FROM  THE 
DEPTHS  OF  ITS  TROl  BUS  TO  THE  VERY  VANGUARD  OF  THE  50  STATES.  H 

WE  IN  THE  LEGISLATURE  FOCUSED  OURSELVES  ON  FIVE  THINGS: 
CHANGING  OUR  ATTITUDES  AND  POLICIES  ON  BUSINESS  INVESTMENT  AND  JOB 
CREATION;  RESPONSIBLY  CUTTING  TAX  BURDENS  AND  TAX  RATES  MORE  THAN 
40  TIMES;  DEMONSTRATING  REMARKABLE  SPENDING  DISCIPLINE,  EVEN  AS 
HEALTH  CARE  COSTS  EXPLODED  ALL  ACROSS  THE  DEVELOPED  WORLD; 
PAINSTAKINGLY  BUILDING  UP  A  REMARKABLE  RAINY  DAY  RESERVE  ACCOUNT; 
AND  LASTLY,  INITIATING  MULTI-BILLION  DOLLAR  STATE  INVESTMENTS  IN  K-12 
EDUCATION,  WHICH  HAS  PUT  MASSACHUSETTS  STUDENTS  AT  THE  HEAD  OF  THE 
NATION'S  CLASSROOMS,  AND  IN  HEALTH  INSURANCE  COVERAGE  FOR  OUR 
CHILDREN,  WHICH  HAS  MADE  MASSACHUSETTS  A  ROLE  MODEL  FOR  THE 
COUNTRY. 

THOSE  ACHIEVEMENTS  WERE  THE  REAL  DEAL  AND  THOSE 
ACHIEVEMENTS  ARE  YOURS. 

THEY  ARE  TESTAMENTS  TO  THE  POSSIBILITIES  WHICH  ATTACH  TO  STRONG 
POLITICAL  LEADERSHIP  AND  AN  UNDISTRACTED  FOCUS  ON  A  FEW  IMPORTANT 
OBJECTIVES. 

TODAY  WE  ARE  IN  A  SIMILAR  THOUGH  BETTER  INFORMED  POSITION  THAN 
WAS  OUR  SITUATION  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  THE  LAST  RECESSION.  SIMILAR 
POSSIBILITIES  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS  LIE  AHEAD  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS,  IF  THE 
LEADERSHIP  OF  OUR  STATE,  EXECUTIVE  AS  WELL  AS  LEGISLATIVE,  DRAWS 


UPON  THE  LESSONS  OF  THE  1990S  AND  BRINGS  THOSE  LESSONS  TO  BEAR  UPON 
THE  FOLLOWING  FIVE  GOALS: 

OUR  FOREMOST  PRIORITY  DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR  AND  IN  THE  YEARS 
AHEAD  MUST  BE  THE  CULTIVATION  OF  EVER  GREATER  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT.  IN  A  WORD,  IT'S  ALL  ABOUT  JOBS.    JOBS,  JOBS,  AND  MORE 
JOBS....  OF  EVERY  CONCEIVABLE  STRIPE  AND  SKILL.  JOBS  AND  ECONOMIC 
GROWTH  ARE  THE  OXYGEN  FOR  EVERYTHING  ELSE  THAT  WE  MAY  HOPE  TO 
ACHIEVE.    EVEN  MORE  IMPORTANT  THAN  THAT  HOPED  FOR  SOCIAL  PROGRESS 
HOWEVER,  IS  THE  DIGNITY  OF  THOUSANDS  OF  INDIVIDUALS  AND  FAMILIES 
WHO  HAVE  BEEN  STAGGERED  BY  THE  PROLONGED  RECESSION  AND  WHOSE 
WORRIES  ARE  QUITE  HIGH.  MORE  THAN  170,000  PEOPLE  HAVE  LOST  THEIR  JOBS 
SINCE  EARLY  2001.  THEIR  MORTGAGES  ARE  AT  RISK,  THEIR  COLLEGE  TUITION 
PLANS  ARE  UP  IN  SMOKE,  THEIR  CAR  PAYMENTS  ARE  ONE  STEP  AHEAD  OF  THE 
REPO  MAN,  THEIR  CREDIT  CARDS  ARE  MAXED  OUT,  AND  THEIR  INVESTMENTS,  IF 
ANY,  HAVE  BEEN  DEPLETED  DURING  THE  LONG  COURSE  OF  THIS  RECESSION. 

THERE  IS  NO  QUESTION  ABOUT  THEIR  SKILLS,  THEIR  WORK  ETHIC,  OR 
THEIR  PROVEN  ABILITIES.  INDEED,  THESE  INDIVIDUALS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES 
WERE  AN  IMPORTANT  PART  OF  OUR  WORKFORCE  DURING  THOSE  HEADY  DAYS 
OF  THE  MED  AND  LATE  1990S.  WE  SHOULD  THEREFORE,  DO  EVERYTHING  IN  OUR 
POWER  TO  STIMULATE  THE  CREATION  OF  JOBS  SO  THAT  THEY  MIGHT  ONCE 
AGAIN  RETURN  TO  PRODUCTIVE  PURSUITS  AND  AN  IMPROVED  QUALITY  OF 
LIFE. 

AS  PART  OF  OUR  EFFORT  TO  STIMULATE  JOB  GROWTH  WE  LISTENED 
CLOSELY  TO  THE  HOPES  AND  FEARS  OF  MANY  OF  THESE  TALENTED  BUT 
JOBLESS  CITIZENS.  WE  LISTENED  TO  BUSINESS  LEADERS  AND  TO  THEIR 
ASSOCIATIONS  AND  CHAMBERS  OF  COMMERCE  REGARDING  THEIR 
CHALLENGES  AND  OPPORTUNITIES.  WE  CONSULTED  WITH  ACADEMIC  LEADERS 
AND  ECONOMISTS  AS  TO  COURSES  OF  ACTION  WHICH  WE  MIGHT  PURSUE  IN 


ORDER  TO  POSITION  MASSACHUSETTS  FOR  AN  EVER  INCREASING  SHARE  OF 
ANY  ECONOMIC  RECOVERY. 

AFTER  ALL  THAT  PREPATORY  EFFORT  THE  LEGISLATURE  PASSSED  AN 
UNPRECEDENTED  JOB  CREATION  BILL.  THE  BILL  RECAPITALIZES  SOME  OF  OUR 
MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  ENTITIES  AND  PROVIDES  A  JOB 
CREATION  FRAMEWORK  AND  FOCUS  FOR  EVERY  SINGLE  REGION  OF  THE  STATE. 
WE  CAN  NO  LONGER  BE  CONTENT  WITH  THE  BULK  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  AND 
OPPORTUNITY  OCCURING  IN  AND  AROUND  GREATER  BOSTON.  CERTAINLY  THE 
CAPITAL  CITY  IS  ENORMOUSLY  IMPORTANT  TO  BOTH  THE  STATE  AND  TO  NEW 
ENGLAND.  YET  IT  IS  ALSO  TRUE  THAT  OTHER  REGIONS  OF  OUR  STATE  MUST 
SHARE  IN  THE  BOUNTY  OF  A  GROWING  ECONOMIC  PIE. 

AFTER  SUCH  A  CONCENTRATION  OF  EFFORT,  IT  WAS  WITH  CONSIDERABLE 
DISMAY  THAT  WE  WATCHED  THE  GOVERNOR  VETO  SIZEABLE  CHUNKS  OF  THIS 
JOBS  CREATION  PROGRAM.    IF  WE  ARE  TO  BE  SERIOUS  ABOUT  OUR  ECONOMIC 
CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  IF  WE  ARE  DETERMINED  TO  CULTIVATE  AND  CREATE  AS 
MANY  JOBS  AS  POSSIBLE  FOR  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  THEN  IT  WILL 
BE  WITH  RESPECTFUL  DISAGREEMENT  THAT  WE  OVERRIDE  SOME  OF  THE 
GOVERNOR'S  VETOES  NEXT  WEEK.  PEOPLE'S  LIVES  AND  THEIR  LIVELIHOODS 
ARE  TOO  IMPORTANT  TO  LET  THE  GOVERNOR'S  VETOES  STAND. 

THE  PLANNED  OVERRIDES  OF  THE  GOVERNOR'S  VETOES  ARE  QUITE 
CONSISTENT  WITH  OUR  ACTIONS  OF  2003.      MANY  OF  YOU  WILL  RECALL  THE 
DISMAY  WE  FELT  WHEN  THE  GOVERNOR  VETOED  FUNDS  FOR  THE  ADVANCED 
MANUFACTURING  TECHNOLOGY  CENTER  IN  FALL  RIVER.  OUR  DISMAY  WAS 
DRIVEN  BY  THE  THOUGHTFUL  HISTORY  BEHIND  THIS  JOB  CREATION  PROJECT. 
OUR  DISMAY  WAS  FURTHER  HEIGHTENED  BY  OUR  SPECIFIC  KNOWLEDGE  THAT 
A  MASSACHUSETTS  BASED  RESEARCH  COMPANY,  AVANT 
IMMUNOTHERAPEUTICS  OF  NEEDHAM,  LEAD  BY  DR.  UNA  RYAN,  HAD  MADE  A 


BREAKTHROUGH  DISCOVERY  FOR  PROTECTING  PEOPLE  AGAINST  THE 
TERRORIST  THREAT  OF  ANTHRAX. 

OUR  PRIDE  IN  THE  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  SKILLS  OF  OUR  GIFTED 
CITIZENS,  AND  OUR  HOPE  THAT  THE  QUEST  FOR  LIFE  SCIENCES,  HEALTH  CARE 
BREAKTHROUGHS  AND  OTHER  EMERGING  TECHNOLOGIES  WOULD  HELP  MOVE 
MASSACHUSETTS  FORWARD  WERE  DASHED  BY  GOVERNOR  ROMNEY'S  VETO 
AND  HIS  MESSAGE. 

THE  POTENTIAL  JOBS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  ENTERPRISE  WERE  TOO 
IMPORTANT  TO  LOSE  TO  ANOTHER  STATE  WITHOUT  A  SERIOUS  EFFORT.  WE 
THEREFORE  TOOK  UP  THE  GOVERNOR'S  VETO  AND  OVERRODE  IT.  I  AM  HAPPY 
TO  REPORT  TO  YOU  TODAY  THAT  THE  COMPANY  WILL  SOON  BE  OPERATING  OUT 
OF  THE  MANUFACTURING  CENTER  IN  FALL  RIVER,  THAT  THERE  WILL  BE  FROM 
15  TO  AS  MANY  AS  200  PEOPLE  GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED,  AND  THAT  WE  HAVE 
CONVEYED  A  STRONG  SENSE  OF  PURPOSE  AND  URGENCY  TO  ALL 
ENTREPRENEURS  REGARDING  ECONOMIC  OPPORTUNITY  AND  JOBS. 

OUR  WORK  IN  THIS  TASK  OF  JOB  CREATION  WILL  NOT  END  WITH  NEXT 
WEEK'S  OVERRIDES  OF  THE  GOVERNOR'S  VETOES.  INDEED,  OUR 
CONCENTRATION  AND  EFFORT  ON  THIS  ALL-IMPORTANT  TASK  CANNOT  BE 
ALLOWED  TO  BACKSLIDE  OR  TO  REST  IN  ANY  WAY.  THEREFORE,  WE  WILL 
CONTINUE  TO  DEFEND  SUCCESSFUL  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  POLICIES  FROM 
ATTACK  AS  WELL  AS  TO  SEARCH  OUT  EVERY  SIGNIFICANT  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
JOB  CREATION  AND  ECONOMIC  SECURITY. 

CLOSELY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  A  PARAMOUNT  POLICY  OF  JOBS,  JOBS,  JOBS 
MUST  BE  CONTINUED  EMPHASIS  ON  EDUCATION. 


IF  AN  ABUNDANCE  OF  JOBS  IS  SEEN  AS  A  CRUCIAL  INGREDIENT  TO  OUR 
QUALITY  OF  LIFE,  THEN  A  SIMILAR  ABUNDANCE  OF  EDUCATION  MUST  BE  SEEN 
AS  CRUCIAL  TO  ATTRACTING  AND  KEEPING  THOSE  JOBS. 

ONE  SPECIFIC  FACET  OF  EDUCATION  BECKONS  OUR  INTEREST  AND 
COMPLEMENTS  THE  SUBSTANTIAL  EDUCATIONAL  GAINS  WE  HAVE  MADE  SINCE 
1993. 

I  BELIEVE  THAT  THIS  YEAR  WE  SHOULD  BUILD  UPON  OUR  RECENT 
EFFORTS  TO  EXPAND  EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION. 

THE  LEGISLATURE  HAS  INITIATED  FULL  DAY  KINDERGARTEN  OFFERINGS  AS 
WELL  AS  EARLY  LITERACY,  REACH  OUT  AND  READ,  AND  PARENT/CHILD  HOME 
READING  PROGRAMS. 

COMPELLING  RESEARCH  SUPPORTS  THESE  INITIATIVES  OF  OURS.  WE 
SHOULD  THEREFORE,  SYSTEMATICALLY  AND  COMPREHENSIVELY  BUILD  UPON 
THOSE  INITIATIVES. 

BY  THE  YEAR  2010,  WE  CAN  BE  WELL  ADVANCED  IN  AN  EARLY  CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION  POLICY  THAT  MATCHES  IN  SCOPE  AND  AMBITION  THE  EFFORT 
WHICH  WE  MADE  IN  1993  ON  EDUCATION  REFORM. 

THE  DIVIDENDS  WE  WILL  SECURE  FOR  OUR  CHILDREN  AND  FOR  OUR 
FUTURE  ARE  ENORMOUS. 

EARLY  LITERACY  AND  NUMERACY  WILL  QUICKLY  BECOME 
CORNERSTONES  FOR  SERIOUS  ACADEMIC  ADVANCES.  OUR  STUDENTS  CAN 
GAIN  FLUENCY  IN  THE  CRUCIAL  DISCIPLINES  OF  MATH  AND  SCIENCE. 
SUBSTANTIAL  DECLINES  IN  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  REFERRALS  SHOULD  ALSO  BE 
ACHIEVED.  THE  CHILDREN  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  WILL  MORE  FREQUENTLY 
PURSUE  ADVANCED  PLACEMENT  COURSES  AND  WILL  MORE  FREQUENTLY  GAIN 


ADMISSION  AND  SUCCESS  AT  THE  FINEST  COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES  ACROSS 
THE  LAND. 

SUCH  BENEFICIAL  OPPORTUNITIES  CANNOT  BE  SECURED  OVERNIGHT, 
PARTICULARLY  IN  LIGHT  OF  OUR  PRESENT  ECONOMIC  AND  FISCAL  REALITIES. 

YET  THE  PREPARATION  SHOULD  MOVE  FORWARD.  THE  COMMITMENT 
SHOULD  BE  MADE. 

THE  STAKES  ARE  VERY  HIGH.  YOUR  EMBRACE  OF  THIS  PROPOSAL  WILL 
INEVITABLY  MEAN  THAT  OTHER  AREAS  OF  OUR  BUDGET  WILL  RECEIVE 
SOMEWHAT  LESSER  SHRIFT.  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  TAXPAYERS  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS  WE  SHOULD  NOT  SHY  AWAY  FROM  THAT  REALITY.  ON 
BEHALF  OF  THE  TAXPAYERS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  OUR  CHOICES  MUST  ALWAYS 
ACKNOWLEDGE  INADEQUATE  RESOURCES  FOR  EVERY  CLAIM  WHICH  IS 
PRESSED  UPON  US.  I  BELIEVE  THAT  THIS  CHOICE  IS  THE  RIGHT  CHOICE  FOR  OUR 
FUTURE  AND  I  ASK  YOU  TO  JOIN  ME  IN  THE  EFFORT  TO  ADVANCE  IT. 

A  THIRD  ISSUE  CRIES  OUT  FOR  THOUGHTFUL  ACTION  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE.    THE  ISSUE  OF  HOUSING,  SPECIFICALLY  THE  PRODUCTION  OF 
SEVERAL  THOUSAND  APARTMENTS  AND  HOMES,  HAS  BECOME  AN  ECONOMIC 
IMPERATIVE  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS. 

THE  COSTS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  HOUSING  IN  OUR  STATE  ARE  AN 
IMPOSSIBLE  BURDEN  FOR  EVERY  SEGMENT  OF  OUR  SOCIETY.  AN  IMPRESSIVE 
NUMBER  OF  BUSINESS  LEADERS  NOW  IDENTIFY  THE  NEED  FOR  GREATER 
PRODUCTION  OF  HOUSING  AS  THEIR  NUMBER  ONE  PRIORITY  FOR  FUTURE 
ECONOMIC  GROWTH. 

IN  THIS  AREA,  I  COMMEND  THE  SENATE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  GOVERNOR 
FOR  THEIR  DILIGENCE  AND  THEIR  DETERMINATION.  THERE  APPEARS  TO  BE 
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UNIVERSAL  RECOGNITION  OF  THE  MISMATCH  BETWEEN  THE  SUPPLY  AND  THE 
DEMAND  FOR  HOUSING. 

POLICIES  WHICH  STIMULATE  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  HOUSING  MUST  BE 
DEVELOPED  AS  QUICKLY  AS  POSSIBLE  AND  THOSE  POLICIES  MUST  BE 
SUSTAINED  FOR  THE  FORSEEABLE  FUTURE.  SUCCESS  IN  THIS  AREA  OF  PUBLIC 
POLICY  WILL  BE  IMMENSELY  HELPFUL  TO  OUR  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FUTURE. 
FAILURE  WOULD  BE  SUCH  A  SETBACK  TO  OUR  EFFORTS  IN  THE  EDUCATIONAL 
AND  ECONOMIC  AREAS  THAT  IT  SHOULD  NOT  BE  CONTEMPLATED. 

THE  SPECTACLE  OF  OUR  OWN  CHILDREN  BEING  PRICED  OUT  OF  THEIR  OWN 
NEIGHBORHOODS  AND  THE  PROSPECT  OF  A  LONG  CONTINUATION  OF  THAT 
TREND  IS  NEITHER  HEALTHY  NOR  WISE  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS. 

THE  GOVERNOR  AS  WELL  AS  OUR  HOUSING  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS  AND 
MEMBERS  HAVE  SOME  WORTHWHILE  IDEAS  FOR  ADDRESSING  THE  HOUSING 
SHORTAGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

THIS  SHOULD  BE  AN  AREA  WHERE  BI-PARTISAN  EFFORT  BRINGS  OUT 
GOOD  POLICY  AND  GOOD  RESULTS  FOR  OUR  PEOPLE. 

THEREFORE,  I  PUBLICLY  AND  ENTHUSIASTICALLY  PLEDGE  TO  WORK 
WITH  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  THE  SENATE  PRESIDENT  ON  THIS  ISSUE  IN  THE 
MONTHS  AHEAD.  A  COOPERATIVE  AND  ENERGETIC  PARTNERSHIP  CAN  PAY 
GREAT  DIVIDENDS  FOR  OUR  STATE. 

A  FOURTH  GOAL  WILL  BE  THE  PRODUCTION  AND  PASSAGE  OF  A 
TRANSPARENT,  BALANCED,  AND  TIMELY  BUDGET.  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  EXCUSES 
AND  NO  DELAYS,  NO  GAMES,  NO  GIMMICKS,  NO  SMOKE  AND  NO  MIRRORS.  YOU 
DID  IT  LAST  YEAR  AND  WE  WILL  DO  IT  AGAIN  AND  AGAIN. 


FINALLY,  A  WORD  ABOUT  THE  SURFACE  ARTERY  PARCELS  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  THE  LOOMING  COMPLETION  OF  THE  BIG  DIG. 

AS  SECTIONS  OF  THE  OLD  ELEVATED  HIGHWAY  ARE  BEING  TAKEN  DOWN, 
THE  WONDERFUL  POSSIBILITIES  FOR  FUTURE  GENERATIONS  ARE  BEING  PUT  AT 
RISK  BY  TURF  BATTLES  FOR  JURISDICTION  AND  CONTROL  OF  THOSE  PARCELS. 
THE  STATE  INTEREST  IN  THESE  PARCELS  IS  CRYSTAL  CLEAR:  THE  STATE  PAID 
SUBSTANTIAL  SUMS  FOR  THE  LAND  IN  QUESTION;  THE  STATE  HAS  PAID  FOR 
AND  WILL  PAY  FOR  A  SIGNIFICANT  SHARE  OF  THE  COSTS  OF  CLEARANCE  AND 
CONSTRUCTION;  THE  STATE  HAS  ENTERED  ENVIRONMENTAL  MITIGATION 
AGREEMENTS  REGARDING  THE  PROTECTION  OF  OPEN  SPACE;  AND  THERE  IS 
STRONG  CITIZEN  INTEREST  TO  HAVE  THESE  PARCELS  SPEAK  TO  THE  WORLD  IN 
STRIKING  AND  FASHION  ABOUT  THIS  FAIR  CITY  AND  STATE,  IN  THE  SAME  WAY 
THAT  THE  ZAKIM  BUNKER  HILL  BRIDGE  NOW  SPEAKS  IN  STRIKING  AND 
MEMORABLE  FASHION. 

AS  STRONG  AS  THOSE  STATE  INTERESTS  MAY  BE  HOWEVER,  THEY 
CANNOT  BE  ALLOWED  TO  TRAMPLE  UPON  THE  CONCERNS  OF  THE  CITY  OR 
UPON  THE  NEIGHBORHOODS  WHICH  HAVE  BORNE  THE  BRUNT  OF  THE  BURDENS 
OF  THIS  PROJECT. 

I  THEREFORE  PROPOSE  FOR  YOUR  CONSIDERATION  THE  CREATION  OF  A 
PUBLIC  TRUST  FOR  THE  PERMANENT  PROTECTION  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
THESE  SPECIAL  PUBLIC  PLACES.  WHILE  THE  DETAILS  OF  THIS  PROPOSAL  CAN 
BE  DECIDED  OVER  SEVERAL  WEEKS,  WE  SHOULD  NOT  LOSE  THIS  OPPORTUNITY 
TO  SECURE  THE  JEWELS  OF  OUR  FUTURE. 

I  NOW  SHARE  WITH  YOU  A  CLOSING  THOUGHT  ABOUT  THAT  BABY  GIRL 
WHO  HAS  BEEN  BORN  DURING  THESE  REMARKS,  THE  BABY'S  PARENTS,  AND 
ABOUT  US.  IT  IS  A  SOBERING  THOUGHT  AND  IT  IS  THIS: 
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OUR  DECISIONS  WILL,  FOR  BETTER  OR  WORSE,  AFFECT  THAT  BABY,  HER 
PARENTS,  AND  HER  PEERS.  IT  IS  FOR  THEM  THAT  WE  MUST  CONTINUE  TO  GET 
THESE  BIG  DECISIONS  RIGHT. 

FOR  YEARS  NOW  I  HAVE  BEEN  DRAWN  TO  THE  POEM  ELEGY  WRITTEN  IN 
A  COUNTRY  CHURCHYARD  AND  TO  THOSE  POIGNANT  LINES: 

PERHAPS  IN  THIS  NEGLECTED  SPOT  IS  LAID 

SOME  HEART  ONCE  PREGNANT  WITH  CELESTIAL  FIRE; 

HANDS,  THAT  THE  ROD  OF  EMPIRE  MIGHT  HAVE  SWAY'D, 

OR  WAK'D  TO  ECSTASY  THE  LIVING  LYRE. 

BUT  KNOWLEDGE  TO  THEIR  EYES  HER  AMPLE  PAGE 

RICH  WITH  THE  SPOILS  OF  TIME  DID  NE'ER  UNROLL; 

CHILL  PENURY  REPRESS'D  THEIR  NOBLE  RAGE, 

AND  FROZE  THE  GENIAL  CURRENT  OF  THE  SOUL. 

FULL  MANY  A  GEM  OF  PUREST  RAY  SERENE, 

THE  DARK  UNFATHOM'D  CAVES  OF  OCEAN  BEAR: 

FULL  MANY  A  FLOW'R  IS  BORN  TO  BLUSH  UNSEEN 

AND  WASTE  ITS  SWEETNESS  ON  THE  DESERT  AIR. 

THOSE  LINES  EVOKE  THE  TRAGEDY  OF  LIVES,  RICH  WITH  POTENTIAL,  BUT 
STRICKEN  BY  A  DROUGHT  OF  EDUCATION  AND  OF  OPPORTUNITY.  LET  THAT 
NOT  BE  THE  EPITAPH  OF  THAT  LITTLE  GIRL  BORN  TODAY.  INSTEAD,  LET  US 
TAKE  THOSE  STEPS  WHICH  WILL  WRITE  EPITAPHS  OF  LIVES  WELL  AND  FULLY 
LIVED. 

EARLY  LAST  SUMMER  I  SAT  WITH  THE  GOVERNOR  IN  HIS  OFFICE  AND 
REVIEWED  WITH  HIM  THE  MOST  RECENT  MCAS  RESULTS  AND  THE  FIRST  IN  THE 
NATION  STANDING  OF  OUR  STUDENTS.  THE  GOVERNOR  WAS  PLEASED  AND 
PROUD  OF  THEIR  CONTINUED  PROGRESS  AND  HE  INDICATED  TO  ME  THAT  HE 
WAS  CALLING  A  PRESS  CONFERENCE  TO  SHARE  THE  GOOD  NEWS.  I 
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UNDERSTOOD  THE  GOVERNOR'S  PRIDE  AND  HIS  DESIRE  TO  BOAST  A  LITTLE  BIT 
ABOUT  THIS  STATE  OF  OURS.  I  SHARE  THE  SAME  PLEASURE  IN  THE  RESULTS, 
THE  SAME  PRIDE  IN  THE  PROGRESS,  AND  A  DESIRE  TO  BRAG  A  LITTLE  BIT  ON 
YOUR  BEHALF. 

AS,  I  WALKED  BACK  TO  MY  OFFICE,  I  THOUGHT  ABOUT  THOSE  LIVES 
WHICH  WE  ARE  IMPROVING  AND  I  MURMURED  A  QUIET  THANK  YOU  TO  THE 
INDIVIDUALS  WHO  HAD  BROUGHT  US  TO  THIS  POINT  OF  ACHIEVEMENT: 
TOM  BIRMINGHAM,  WILLIAM  BULGER,  PAUL  CELLUCCI,  CHARLES  FLAHERTY, 
FRAN  MARINI,  MARK  ROOSEVELT,  JANE  SWIFT,  BILL  WELD  AND  MANY  OTHERS, 
INCLUDING  ALL  OF  YOU. 

THEY  WERE  MEN  AND  WOMEN  OF  BEACON  HILL,  OF  THE  STATE  HOUSE, 
AND  YES  OF  POLITICS.  THEY  WERE  ALSO  LEADERS  WITH  VISION,  WITH 
STRENGTH,  AND  WITH  CHARACTER.  THEY  BROUGHT  FORTH  REFORMS  AND 
THEY  BROUGHT  FORTH  RESULTS.  THEY  WERE  NOT  GOING  TO  BE  CONTENT 
WITH  MOURNFUL  EPITAPHS  FOR  THE  CHILDREN  AND  PEOPLE  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS.  LET  US  THEN  CONTINUE  THEIR  WORK  AND  CARRY  THEIR 
DREAM  FORWARD.  LET  US  DO  IT  CHEERFULLY  AND  COOPERATIVELY,  KNOWING 
THAT  AN  INNOCENT  LITTLE  GIRL  AND  HER  FRIGHTENED  BUT  HOPEFUL  PARENTS 
AWAIT  OUR  JUDGEMENTS. 

THANK  YOU. 
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